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Well we are in Chapter 29 of the Story. This is the longest of the chapters in our journey through this chronological survey of the Bible.

We have been tracing God’s upper story, His plan to return the world and us to the way and to the relationship He intended. 

But you remember when Adam and Eve chose to rejects God’s plan and chose to sin everything changed.

Death, sickness, and disease entered the world along with sin, suffering, and sorrow. 

But ever since that first sin, God has been working out His plan of redemption, of restoring this world and our relationships with Him and with each other.

The ultimate means for bringing about that restoration is found in His Son Jesus Christ. The Son of God came to earth to live as one of us and then to die in our place on the cross. (John 3:16)

Easter, which we celebrated just a couple weeks ago, is the celebration of Jesus’ victory over sin and death and the new life we have in Him and was made possible when He rose up from the grave. 

In the Old Testament God’s plan was to use the Nation of Israel to show the world who God is and to point people to the coming Messiah, the promised Savior. It was a come and see approach.
Now in the New Testament, starting in the book of Acts and going all the way through the book of Revelation and in deed beyond, we see that God’s plans to use the Church to go out into the world and tell people that Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the savor, has come and is coming again.

This is a go and show approach to take the message, the gospel, the good news of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done to all people.

And it is now the mission of the church to take the good news to the ends of the earth.

The church is sometimes called the body of Christ. We see this in 1 Corinthians 12:27.

That means that when a person asks for the forgiveness of their sins through Christ by faith we not only get and new relationship with the Living God but they also made members of the Church or the body of Christ.

This is what is says in 1 Corinthians 12:27: “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 

So much for the idea that “I don’t ‘need’ the church…I can worship God on my own”.

To be a part of the body of Christ means that when we walk into a room, to our workplace, our school, wherever, it is as if Jesus Christ Himself walked into the room. (No I don’t have a Messiah complex, but I do have Christ within me!)

We are the body of Christ. That is whenever God is having His way with us, that is when we are in His word and we are submitting our lives to the Word, each day, each moment, each year we are progressively becoming more like Jesus.

Not only individually but corporately, we are to start thinking like Jesus thinks, we are to start acting more like Jesus acts and we are to start treating people the more like Jesus treats people—with love, respect, gentleness, humility, and kindness.

This year when we walk into a room we should look a little more like Jesus than we did last year. And next year if we walk into that same room we should look even more like Jesus.

And friends let me tell you. Whenever people see Jesus they are drawn to God the Father. 

As one of our speaker at the conference this weekend said—they are drawn like honey in the zoo! They are drawn to God and His love for them.

I would like to suggest that our greatest witness of Jesus Christ is not in our words but it begins with the change lives within each one of us.

We are His body.

Now the question becomes how far are we supposed to take the message?

We learned last week in chapter 28 of the Story or Acts chapter 1 that Jesus gave His church, the Body marching orders.

We find that In Acts chapter 1 and verse 8. In fact if you would, turn there in your Bibles.

Here in Acts 1:8 we read the last words Jesus gave to His disciples before He ascends, returns to heaven, to be with the Father. 

Jesus Himself tells us how far we are to take His massage. He says in Acts 1:8 in fact let’s bring it up on the screen and read it together:
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

If you have a copy of the Story you will find this map in the back of it. 
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This is a map of the New Testament times. You may find a very similar map in the back of your Bible.

Jesus is saying that this thing called the church gets started in the city of Jerusalem with the Jewish people.

Jesus says I want it to start here and then I want it to spread to the region of Judea. And then from there I want it to spread to the north to this region called Samaria. And then I want it to go to the ends of the earth.

But it is important to understand that in this command Jesus wasn’t only interested in places. He was more interested in people.

Jesus said to us that what He accomplished on the cross was not just for the Jews alone but it was meant for all people.

From the very get-go, back in the beginning of the story it has always been the intent of God that Jesus Christ’ sacrifice would extend to all people, of all nations, of tribes, and all languages.

That they would all have access to the message of Jesus.



As a matter of fact in the apostle Paul writes in Romans 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” (Everyone else—all non-Jews, i.e. you and me!)

And that is what chapter 29 of the Story is all about. 

The gospel flooded the city of Jerusalem. It went to Judea and on into Samaria. 

And now it’s time for the upper story of God to penetrate into all the peoples of the world.

To pull this off, as we have often seen in God’s story, God appoints a point person to lead this next phase. And this next phase in God’s story is going to be led by a man named Paul.

He is the main character of this chapter. And Paul is just about as unlikely of persons for this role as Abraham and Sarah were unlikely candidates to be called upon to start a new nation called Israel.

Remember? Abraham was 100 years old. Sarah was barren, she couldn’t even have children. Not exactly the first string choice to start a nation.

You see before the apostle Paul was called Paul his name was Saul. And he was a hater and a killer of Christians.

He was the Osama Bin Laden of the first Christians. You can imagine how Christians would have reacted when he was introduced to them and told this is your new leader. 

But we have seen in the Bible that this is how God acts. God uses the most unlikely of people so at the end of the day the glory goes to God and not to human individual that he chooses to use.

In fact Paul knew this. In 1 Corinthians 15:9 Paul writes: “For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” 

Now to tell you Paul’s story and to tell you about the journeys that he went on I want you to pull out the insert in your bulletins titled Acts and the Epistles.

If you didn’t get a copy there are extras out on the table in the narthex and you can grab one on your way out this morning.

I think this will be a helpful chart for you as you study the Bible and it will help us understand the missionary journeys of Paul.

Keep in mind that the Bible is not arranged chronologically but topically. So if you go to read the Bible like a novel you will get very confused.

So in the New Testament the first five books are history books. The first four, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, are history books that tell the story of the life, ministry and teaching of Jesus and His crucifixions and resurrection. 

The fifth book is also a history book. It’s called the book of Acts and it tells the history and the chronology of the starting and the expansion of the church.

And the next 21 books are called epistles, which are not to be confused with the wives of the apostles. They are epistles which simple means letters.

There are 21 letters written by apostles or by disciples of Jesus and they were written to churches or to church leaders.

And then finally the last book of the Bible is a book of prophesy. It is called the book of Revelation and it tells us about the things that are yet to come.

Now with this chart in hand I want you to take a look at the far left column. This column gives us a simple outline for the entire historical book of Acts.

And you will see that the book is outlined according to the Great Commission of Jesus in Acts 1:8.

Chapters 1 through chapter 8:3 the church spreads through the city of Jerusalem.

Next is the second major category, Christianity in Judea and Samaria, which is covered in chapters 8 through 12.

Then starting in chapter 13 to the end of the book of Acts on the back of the chart you will see that Christianity begins its mission to the ends of the earth.

And that’s where you will see in the middle the man named Paul.

Paul takes three missionary journeys and they are recorded in Acts chapters 13 to the end of the book. 

You will notice on the map here that there is a city called Damascus. In Acts chapter 9 we are told that there is this man named Saul. S A U L Saul just like the Old Testament king.

And in Acts chapter 9 we read that this Saul traveling along this road on his way to Damascus. He is going to there for the express purpose of tracking down Christians to imprison them and even to kill some of them.

But on his way to Damascus he encounters Jesus. Jesus has already gone back up to heaven to be with the Father, Acts chapter 1. But Jesus makes a special note to come down and to visit Saul in a great light. 

And it is here that Saul is introduced to Jesus. Saul gives his life to Jesus and Jesus forgives his sins and gives Saul a new name, the name Paul.

And we also see in Acts chapter 9 that Saul, now named Paul, is given a unique calling on his life and that is he is going to be the point person to take the gospel of Jesus Christ to the gentiles, to the ends of the earth.

We sometimes call Paul the first missionary of the church.

Look again at the map and if you move north from Damascus you will find the city Antioch. A church had formed there in Antioch and it will be that church that will send Paul and his partner Barnabas out to spread the gospel and to establish churches throughout the known world.

And Paul makes three missionary journeys to do that. If you look back at your insert you will see in the middle column where the cities that Paul visited on each of his journeys are listed.

Listen to this, it is our best count that the apostle Paul was able to start or plant 10 churches in these regions that were primarily made up of gentile believers.

We also should note that the apostle Paul wrote 13 of the 27 New Testament books. In fact if you go to the far right side of the column on your chart you will see a list of the epistles or the letters that were written by Paul.

Let me make a couple notes here as you look at the names of the books. First of all you see the books in parenthesis. These books were not written by Paul but rather were written by other apostles or disciples of Christ. 
The second thing I want to draw you attention, and we already touched on this and that is that the order that the books appear in the Bible are not the order in which they were written. 

For example the first book of the New Testament is…Matthew. And you might think that Matthew was written first but if you look at your chart you will see that Matthew was the 11 book written.

Scholars believe that the first New Testament book to be written was actually the book of James, written by the half-brother of Jesus.

And even though Romans is the first book of Paul’s book in the Bible, the first book that Paul wrote was the book of Galatians. 

On your chart, if you find Galatians and then follow it over to the middle column you will see the Council at Jerusalem. This is recorded in Acts chapter 15.

Controversy had broken out in Jerusalem in Acts chapter 15 and Paul and a number of other leaders gathered in Jerusalem to deal with it.

The controversy was over all these gentiles who were coming to faith in Jesus Christ. The Jewish believers were suggesting that gentile had to fist become a Jew, which would include circumcision, before they could become Christian.

This would mean salvation was a two-step process. Step 1-become a Jew, step 2-put your faith in Jesus. 

At the end of the council of Jerusalem, Paul, and the other leaders decided that you did not need to do two things to become a Christian, but rather you just needed to do one thing.

Gentiles could come into a relationship with God through Jesus alone without first becoming Jewish.
So if you read Acts chapter 15 before you read the book of Galatians you can see why Paul is so fired up about the meaning of the gospel, what it is and what it is not.

Aren’t you glad he showed up in Jerusalem that day to declare that it is by faith in Christ alone that makes the difference?

Yet I wonder if we need a second Jerusalem council today to remind us of this truth. We are called to point people to Christ alone and His saving grace for salvation.

Who are the “gentiles” around us, the homosexuals, the drug addicts, the poor, the whatever, you can fill in the blank? People don’t have to do anything first to accept by faith what Christ has done to become a Christian. The truth of the matter without Christ in their lives there is very little hope they will ever make any real lasting change.

Now in all of these letters that Paul wrote, all 13 of them, Paul is basically instructing the church on how live out the Christian life.

So this was the mission of Paul, to take the gospel to the gentiles, to the rest of the world, to write these letters to instruct us on how to live this Christian life. 

It was an incredible journey that he was on.

But what does this mean to us today, to us as individuals and as a church?

The first observation that I want to make is this. Unless I miss my guess, most of the people here this morning are garden variety gentiles. I mean you are not ethnic Jews.

Aren’t you glad that the blood of Jesus Christ and the plan of God extended to us? Where would be today if the blood of Christ didn’t extend to us?

But in order for it to get to us it takes a missionary. There had to be a missionary who came to us, to me and to you.

If you are a Christ follower here this morning I want you to think back to the very first person, the very first missionary who took the risk to tell you about Jesus.

Maybe it was a volunteer serving in King’s Kids, children’s church, Sunday School?

Who was it that walked across the street, walked across the room, walked across the office hallway, the school hallway and introduced you for the first time to this person Jesus Christ?

Maybe they did by having the audacity of living out their faith in front of you and you took notice. Maybe they invited you to attend something; maybe they even took the risk and had a conversation with you.

Do you remember who that person was? I do. The funny thing is I don’t remember his name but I remember seeing Jesus in his face.

It was back in December of 1979 in Key West Florida. He was a second class petty officer in the Navy and he kept inviting me to his home for a Bible study, and there in his living room, in a small Bible study I accepted Christ as my savior.

That one man, that missionary, changed the entire course of my life. He was the missionary who brought Jesus to me in the spirit of Paul.

Who was that for you? 

The second observation is this. The book of Acts is our story. This is where we fit into God’s upper story.

The book of Acts, if you will, is still being written today. We have the Acts of the Apostles but we still have the acts of Christ Community Church, of Mike, Bob, of Deb, Gini, of Don, of each of you.

Because we have the same commission on our lives as the first disciples had on theirs, to be witnesses in our Jerusalem, in our Judea and Samaria, and to the utter most parts of the earth.

And by God’s grace, in the power of the Holy Spirit that present is in us, we intend to do it until we give up our last breath or until someone chops our head off which is what happens to Paul next week.

Our mission as a church, the body of Christ represented at Christ Community, is very simple. 

Let’s not complicate it. Jesus told us that we are to simply be Jesus in our Jerusalem and to the ends of the earth. This means we must live changed lives.
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